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“A movie dynamite... 
hilarious... Wahiberg 
gives a blazing 
performance!” 

Peter ire»efi,ROlUNS STOKE JAi 



“It’s raw energy, 
it’s untidy morality 
and it’s shocking... 
a masterpiece!” 

Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 



“The most 
invigorating, 
entertaining 
movie this year 
so far!” 

DavliiAnten, NEWSWEEK 



“Sensational!” 

Owen Clelbeniun, 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEXIT 
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McGill Students 
Peel Plaza 7>io Special 
Monday, Wednesday &■ Friday 
Sandwich, drink S' danish 
for $3.75 (tax inch) 

• Pastries 

• Groceries 

• Spanakopita 

• Meats & Cheeses 

• Beer & Wine 

8 am-9 pm & Sundays 
PEEL PLAZA BLDG. 

I 3460 PEEL ST. 

^ 843-3053 ^ 
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• Eyes Examined 

• Eye Classes (2 for i) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 
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cette semaine? 



WHO SAYS THERE ARE NO 
FREE LUNCHES! 

WE INVITE YOU TO A 
SPECIAL STUDENTS SUNDAY. OCT. 19 
1 1 .A.M. F0LL0\\T:D by an INFORMAL LUNCH 
-SEE YOU THERE! 



IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A FRIENDLY 
CHURCH COMMUNITY WHILE AT 
UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE. WHY NOT 
CONSIDER US? WE’RE THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW 
AND ST. PAUL. LOCATED ON 
SHERBROOKE ST. AT BISHOP. JOIN US 
ON FRIDAY EVENINGS AT 7:30 P.M. FOR 
OUR COLLEGES AND CAREERS PROGRAM. 
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FUTURE STUDENT LUNCHES 

NOV. 16 
JAN. 11 

THE CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW AND ST. PAUL 
3415 Redpath Street, Montreal, Quebec H3G 2G2 
(5141 842-3431 
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What does “queer” mean these days? 



O ur sodcty teaches us that 
opposite-sex desire is the 
“normal" way of life. That’s 
tlte truth we’re taught and, almost 
immediately, any distinction from 
the traditional pattern must neces- 
sarily be weird. 

Or queer. 

It’s almost inevitable, with het- 
erosexuality as the defined norm, 
the standard idea of life that gov- 
erns everyday existence, that non- 
heterosexuality become an immedi- 
ate, salient political issue. 

To be queer extends beyond not 
fitting into the typical sexual trend 
set out for most people. It is neces- 
sarily, almost defiantly, a means of 
self-definition. A way of stating who 
you are in opposition to what most 
people have been conditioned to 
think is normal. 

But the issue has wider applica- 
tions. 

How are heterosexual beings in- 
tended to respond to queer phe- 
nomenon? They are all normal. 
How' should they relate to people 
who, by their very sexual nature, are 
inescapably different from them? 

Homosexuality is a human thing, 
it is as valid as heterosexuality. It is 
a question of sexual desire, of emo- 
tional yearning, of not agreeing widi 
the common wisdom indoctrinated 
upon people from Day One. 



If heterosexuals see, say, a nude 
picture of an attractive same-sex 
person, how are they to respond? 
Society tells straight people that it’s 
not normal to be turned on, 
aroused, or even feel sexually curi- 
ous, because this will change their 
identity. It’s wrong to be a fag or a 
dyke. That’s something resened for 
the minority people on this earth: 
the Other. 

Vi'e hope to abolish this concept 
of Other, of queer people as sexual 
beings who experience desire in a 
way heterosexuals will never have 
to be concerned about. 

It’s society’s ideal: most people 
get married to a member of the op- 
posite sex, move into a suburban 
house, have children and lead ordi- 
nary lives. For the moment, that 
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doesn't seem to be a possible op- 
tion for queer people. Normalcy is 
both a privilege and a bane they 
have been denied. 

You don’t have to be queer to 
take a transgressive stand against 
the taken-for-granted truths of this 
world. You don’t even have to do 
anything transgressive if that idea 
isn’t your fancy. But heterosexuals 
all do a disservice to themselves, as 
autonomous individuals, if they just 
go along with the assumed fact that 
they belong exclusively, uniquely, 
unexceptionally to the straight 
world. 

Your life is supposed to be your 
choice: but if all of your sexual iden- 
tity is just what society has told you 
to do, then whose choice is it re- 
ally? 



W hat does Queer mean these 
days? Queer...is who you 
want to sleep with. 
Qucer...is the sociopolitical implica- 
tion of who you do, or don’t, sleep 
with. Queer.. .disputes the 
genderized boundaries of sexual 
identity. Queer...is a subversive at- 
tack on die norms which regulate 
accepted sexual conduct. 
Queer.. .stretches the normative 
definition of accepted sexual con- 
duct. Queer.. .is a defined and 
bounded category which contrasts 
itselfwith the category of“straigln". 
Queer...is a recognition of the fluid 
and shifting nature of identity. 
Queer.. .is a labelled sexual\social 
identity. Queer...is that which exists 
outside of a label-structured way of 
perceiving identity. Queer.. .is an 



anti-category which has become en- 
tangled in die very oppositions it set 
out to blur. Queer.. .is a culture 
which involves dressing up a certain 
way, speaking in certain terms, 
hanging out with a certain crowd. 
Queer.. .used to be gay, then it be- 
came gay&lesbian, now it means all 
sorts of stuff Quecr...is a commu- 
nity composed of people who have 
come out of dark and dusty' places. 
Queer.. .is a discourse which has 
emerged from the space which is 
excluded from the boundaries of 
rationalistic thought. Qucer...is a re- 
definition of what is good, right, and 
proper. 

Queer...is people who lead ec- 
centric lives. Queer...is just another 
way of thinking about sex. Queer 
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by Rob Sheldon 

"Rob, Keep the Fight and 
Raise Some Hell!” 

Those arc the soon-to-be-ironic 
words Michaelangelo Signorile 
wrote in my copy of his Outing Your- 
self when I championed his cause 
at McGill two years ago. The first 
chapter is titled “identilying your- 
self” and introduces Signorile’s 
twelve steps to “becoming gay." His 
first exercise of twelve is titled “Mir- 
ror, Mirror," and has the reader look 



UNBECOMiriQ GAY 

Advocating the Demise of the Gay Identity 



changed from a behaviour ("that 
man sleeps with other men”) to an 
actual person with specific traits 
(“that man is a homosexual.") It was 
the negative traits that this homo- 
sexual figure had acquired which 
Rowland wished to dispute— not its 
existence in the first place. 

In an interview, Chuck Rowland 
stated that he was struck one day 
with the knowledge that, "We have 
to organte, and why don't we iden- 
tify with other minorities, such as 
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into a mirror and say over and over, 
“no matter if it makes you ciy," 1 am 
gay, I am gay, 1 am gay. 

I lis book is a clever manifesto 
and indoctrination manual for those 
who are, or who desire to become, 
gay-identified. It is this act of "be- 
coming" which 1 question here, its 
origins and pitfalls; and it is the de- 
mise of the this act which I will pro- 
pose, accompanied by what I be- 
lieve to be a powerful personal and 
political alternative. 

Building Gay Rights : 
A Politics of Race 

Signorile’s manual is a descend- 
ant of die Mattachine Society, Ameri- 
ca's first well-organi 2 ed homose.xual 
rights group. The organaation was 
founded just after World War II by 
Chuck Rowland, an e.\-cadet. The 
reason for this group's existence can 
be traced indirectly to a shift in 
thinking around the year 1870. At 
this time, by many accounts, the 
conception of same-sex desire 



the procedures in Signorile’s book 
to become that particular brand of 
oppressed cultural minority that is 
gay. Here I can only state the basic 
premise of the procedure. It is this: 
the act of becoming gay is a refuta- 
tion of a century of stereotypes and 
hatred. The first step toward be- 
coming gay is an acceptance of fate 
-that JOH are one of those hateful 
creatures that society has condi- 
tioned you to reject. are all dealt 

our cards, after all. The second step 
is a rejection of that conditioning. 
Note Exercise 3 in Outing Yourself, 
where you are directed to write 
down and then refute the hateful 
stereotypes: 



I am gay 
1 am gay 
I am gay 



faggot 

freak 

pansy 



smart 

fun 

exciting 



the blacks and the fewsT He goes 
on to say. “I had never known a 
black, but 1 did know one Jew in 
our town." (He did not know then 
that 1 filler had made such an arbi- 
irari’ comparison a few years be- 
fore.) His epiphany would comince 
hundreds in the nineteen-fifties lliat 
they were an oppressed cultural mi- 
nority who, like the blacks and jews, 
desen’ed equal rights. 

The only problem willi this strat- 
egy was that people had to become 
a member of the oppressed cultural 
minority, for no one is born “gay." 
People are born “already op- 
pressed," as in people of colour, or 
they are not, as in the 100% white, 
male Mattachines. In either case, it 
was thought, people had to become 
a member of the oppressed gay mi- 
nority to function politically. 
Signorile is but one example of how 
this sentiment works to this day. 

Building Gay People 

One need onlvread and execute 



And Now for Gay 
Pride 

The process Signorile oudines in 
his book is an extremely challeng- 
ing one for an individual to under- 
take. Even if you are his star pupil, 
when you become gay, you commit 
yourself to defending whatever 
positive image of gay you have con- 
structed in yourself, to the often 
hateful, and always stereotypical, 
images of gay which eveiyone else 
has. 

It is a very few, however, who are 
able to make a com- 
plete negative to 
positive self-trans- . 

formation. For a 

some people, espe- 
cially the young, 
the challenge in be- ^ 

coming gay is im- 
possible, and they 
kill themselves 
rather than face die ^ 

mirror. Many gay ^ 

men are unable to 
fully complete the fe/| 

equation (“faggot 
= smart") and kill l%$j 

themselves more 
slowly with sub- 
stance abuse and 
unsafe sex. More 
become reluctant to| L 
gay men; unhappy, 
depressed and/or 
sexually disfunctional. And most do 
not even get this far; they lead lives 
under the opposing identity: 
straiglit. 

The people above’ are unable to 
make lovely in themselves what has 
always been so unpleasant in the 
eyes of so many for so long. The 
catch-phrase "self-loathing" (i.e. gay- 
loathing) has been invented for 
them, as people who cannot bear 
the burden of a gay identity. 



Letting Gay Go 

I mean to suggest here that the 
card some of us are dealt which says 
we are intrinsically gay can be let 
go, that it is no more 
than a destructive illu- 
sion of varying degree 
for all those who un- 
dertake its challenge. 

The renunciation 
ofthe gay identity is a 
commitment to em- 
bracing all aspects of 
one’s person— includ- 
ing the attraction to 
the same and/or 
oppostite sex— to be- 
come the integral per- 
son one is. The happy 
gay is liberated from 
having to prove it to 
everyone else, the sad 
gay can stop hating his 
gay self, and start lov- 
ing his actual self, and 
the suicidal teen need 
no longer despair of becoming what 
he least desires. Furthermore, when 
people stop trying to become gay 
themselves, they also stop others 
from trying to make them gay with 
their own ideas of w'hat that iden- 
tic entails. 

The Powers that Be, 
and HIV 



Initial government and media 
inaction with regard to AIDS can be 
explained in this light, where dis- 
ease and death were just two more 
charming attributes of being gay. 

However, when it became clear 
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WTien 1 say above that gay is an 
“illusion," I do not mean to suggest 
that the card is never dealt; it most 
certainly is. Not by Science or God, 
however, but by a belief that same- 
sexual relations are tlie wrong rela- 
tions. 

What better way to prevent peo- 
ple from having sex with their own 
sex, than by telling tliem they will 
become gay when they do so? 



Cobb Coun- 
ty, Ga., citi- 
zens make 
their feelings 
about gays 
and lesbians 
known. 



to politicians and die media that this 
belief would create complacency 
within the heterosexual community, 
which migin lead to its infection, the 
face of AIDS, as it were, had to 
change. Instead of a “gay disease" 
spread by specific people, /VIDS be- 
came a disease spread by specific 
behaviours. 

The de-gaying of AIDS averted 
what could have been a disaster of 
public perception; it also showed 
that being gay is itself a disaster of 
public perception— and is being 
maintained as such by those in 
power. 

Letting Gay Rights Go 

The biggest obstacle to a move- 
ment based in the notion of racial 
equal riglits, as I have shown gay 
rights to be, is race itself At its most 
fundamental, the normalizing of a 
racial group depends upon the abil- 
ity of that group to refute and 
change stereotypes. A black man 
walking down the street becomes 
the site of others' projected images 
and stereotypes everyday— he can- 
not hide the colour of his skin. Peo- 
ple with same-sex desire are not 
born pink, so why, knowing how 
alarmingly racist this society is, 
would they adopt the politics of race 
to win society’s approval of that 
desire? Furthermore, in a move- 
ment based on a notion of “gay” 
rights, any legislation passed, any 
popular sentiment or discourse 
changed, is bound to exclude those 
sexual “mulattos” who are not 
“purely” gay or straiglit, most nota- 
bly bisexuals. 

continued on page 6 



McGill Daily 




Jl 



Chai 



Cultuai 



C hai & Cultua! is a state in 
which sensibility of Queer, 
erotic, urban, bliss celebrates 
its inter-community diversity of cul- 
ture, aray baba, 1 mean Cultua! 
Well, dahlings, I didn’t mean to get 
heavy on ya & on our first meeting 
too, tawba tawba, such show of 
candid ejaculations. But the thing 
is, jaati, that for the real of fabulous- 
ness, for this self-identified- 
Muslim-Queer-South-Asian- 
in-Diaspora, it is also impor- 
tant to engage in relation- 
ship with the paradigm of 
politica. 

In any event, I hope 
your post-Ramadan days 
are slow, as in the Year of 
the Ox, slow with circular 
motions of carnal pleas- 
ures. After reaching thirty 
days of spiritual nirvana in 
Ramadan, 1 celebrated Eid 
by reaching one nite of J 
sexual nirvana. One nite ^ 



with him was NOT 
enough, ‘specially_be- 

cause theconnection with 2 

his mind was orgasmic ë 
too. In this dry-spell of dlf-,- 
fered closure, this pano-f- 
rama of karmic rustles, 
this processing the deli-^ 
cious Eid present from A1-. ^ 
lah, and the tussles be- 
nveen should I call him or 
not, I write, I write to 
sheer Brown Queer pres- 
ence and space, in the 
form of a scene, a “happening”. 
The cultural scene is the true tes- 
timony of the diversity of this 
homeboy called Montréal. 

Last year 
was full of de- 



boys in sensual and intimate mo- 
ments. After being bombarded by 
the constant onslot of blond blue- 
eyed imagery everyday, it was re- 
freshing to see desi sensibilities 
around Queer issues. 

On the Hole it was empower- 
ing to witness the Brown Queer 
space created by someone not liv- 
ing in Diaspora, but still making 



tural Group) at Studio 303. That’s 
where 1 met my Mashook-e- 
Khushgil— my first Brown rela- 
tionship. Oh, last year, my 
darhings, was also the yearyour’s 
truly was unanimously elected on 
Divers/Cité’s Board of Directors, 
first Brown, hell first person of 
the colour on the Board. BIG CIR- 
CULAR SNAP & ONE POINT SNAP! 

Well, 
dahlings, how 
Queer are you? 
‘am “Queer as 
Fuck!”, what- 
ever that 
means; I saw it 
on a tee-shirt 
and loved it and 
humm, ohmm 
the background 
was, aaai, ooie 
the rainbow 
flag! 
SubhaanAllah!, 
...in other 

words: Hallelu- 
jah! , 

If you are in 
mood for 
reading, pick up 
, the new Afen on 
Men' gay shorts 
I story anthology. 

In it you will 
I 'find, “Black and 
Blue" j a story 
by trikone 
magazine's edi- 
, , . tofi Sundlp Roy, 

a contribution to the North 'which is about shadism and al- 
American Queer Community. It tered identity in a racist South 
was also empowering to meet , Asian context. The story is bril- 
with Jay at the i’Sth'Annual Gay & liantly written iii a humorous self- 
Lesbian denial tone. The juxtapositioning 




-MoftTRÉAL Pride '95 



lights of an 
empowering 
kind. Indian 
poet R. Raj 
Rao visited 
our city. I had 
the somewhat 
problematic 
pressure of 
interviewing 
him for my 
show, the Fri- 
day Edition 
oloff the 
hour, on 
C K U T 
^0.3FM. I 
didn’t like his 
elitist, class oriented stance, cou- 
pled with not taking responsibil- 
ity for his gay activism. But, all in 
all, his writings do further the 
cause of gay rights in India.i went 
to see a short film made around 
his poems at a screening by Tom 
Waugh. I was elated to see brown 



Glossary 

array baba • Oh Boyl 
tawba tawba - Oh my God! 
jaan - dear ' 

</esf -brown 

Masbook-e-Kbusbgil - my cute lover 
Sabbaan Allah - God Is Grea^ 
Wow!\HaIlelujah 

yaar -androgenous term for friend/pal/ 
buddy 

berafa - sultry ^ 
KuddaHaft ■ goodbye 

pyar-love ' / ■ ' • 

coconut ■ brown ‘skin, white attitude - -r 
(same principle as Oreo) 
mango - refers to “Mango Boy”, on the/ 
lusciousness of brown boys.'^ ' 



Medical As- 
sociation 
of Physi- 
cians Sym- 
posium. It 
was em- 
powering 
to get the 
inter- 
geherational 
viewpoint 
from a 
B Cj,o w n 
Ç u e e.r , 
"who''‘has 
ijbeenat the 



with a post-climactic self-realiza- 
tion, gives weight to the position 
of addressing and dismantling is- 
sues. Both the anthology and the 
magazine are available at the only 
Queer bookstore in town— 
L’Androgyne, Scope it buti yaar. 

Also to watch,out for is artist/ 
producer Shaan Syed, who has 
just started a whimsical,fun , and 
creative arts association with 
Concordia art student Aurlane 
Sokoloski, which is called sense 
art', They intend 'to bring 
Mbntrealers .clwelf' to “aft with 



their tactical “just do it” approach, 
forefront Their ^ first pabaret 
. of the asso-.^soirée\vernissage my bravé, brave 
ciation heart was a huge, i huge 
since its inception. successoramo story. j 

However he did become rather Well* my darhling and 
skiddish when being referred to -d’ther divas It is tiiné for your 



as “Queer"— I guess-it's -a 
generational thang! L'àst’ÿéar was 
also self-affirming to be part of 
Darbar: an inter-cultural show of 
Saathi (South Asian Queer Cul- 



berafa host to say KuddaHafiz 
with pyar. Stay Brown pe'ople and 
to all the Coconuts out there: 
Think Mango, sweeties. 



WAHKSmiHQ 
SUP?BR 



YOU ARt tNVmD TO THC NEWMAN 
CENTRE THANRSGtVlNG SUPPER, COME^ 

AND JOIN US STAURDAY, OCTOBER 18 FOi 
MASS AT 5 PM AND/OR SUPPER AFTER 
MASS (ONLY $3), BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

ALL WELCOME! NEWMAN CENTRE OF MCGILL 348^ PEEL STREET. 




CONTACT LENSES 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

(on most prescriptions) 

FROM $80 



^ visual examination, OHIP accepted 
glasses in 24 hrs. on most prescriptions 



I DAY ACUVUE 
Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1102 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3997 or 844-3248 

Special consideration given to McGill students & staff 



Applications ore now being accepted for: 

Chief Returning Officer 
Deputy Returning Officer 

for the Daily Publications Society and QPIRG 

Applicants must be bilingual. Applicants cannot 
hold positions on the QPIRG Board of Directors 
or McGill Doily Board of Directors, Editorial Board, 
or Staff. They cannot serve on any position of the 
SSMU. 

To apply please submit your CV with a letter of 
intent to the business office of The McGill Doily 
(Shotner B-07) or the QPIRG offices (3647 
University, 3rd floor). 

The deadline for applications is 
Thursday, October 23 

For more information coll 398-6790 

An honorarium will be paid. 



Already 
1 year!! 

Grano Sandwich 
Emporium has been 
proudly satisfying 
gourmet sandwich 
cravings for one full year! 

come and 
celebrate 
Grano’s 1 year 
anniversary' 
with any 2forl 
fruit frappe 

in store only- I w 

L expires Pec 25/97 J 




grano 

sandwich 

emporium 

3G47Si.-laurent 

840-9000 
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BEST 

SANDWICHES 

Montreal MIRROR 

Best of Montreal Survey 
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The Collective Closet 

Community and integration as a source of oppression 

by Rich Lafferfy 



S ince Stonewall, queer activists 
and politicians have worked to 
create a queer nation, a group 
which is united by sexuality. That 
collectiveness, the idea of lumping 
all things queer into a so-called com- 
munity, has c.xliausted its possibili- 
ties. We have become so concerned 
with protecting our subculture that 
we essentially have forgotten our 
original challenge and have lost 
sight of our goals. We have 
deprioritized the light for change in 
order to create a queer community. 

And what kind of a community 
is it? Sure, we’re different from 
"them”, but only in terms of se.\ual- 
ity. Just like the heterosexual com- 
munit)’, we are diverse in gender, 
race, religion, politics — even in 
sexuality itself, the supposed unit- 
ing force behind the Queer Com- 
munity. Yet we continue to mislead 
ourselves by believing that what we 
try to present is a homogeneous, 
continuous group, consisting of 
people who are defined solely by 
their sexuality. We have emplusized 
the fact that "we are here and 
■'lueer,” that we are different from 
the heterosexual norms, that we are 
a unified body — and society as a 
whole has believed it, taking that 
concept of difference and using it 
against us. 

It is time to realize that the con- 
cept of a (|ueer community is inac- 
curate; such a community never 
existed, and it is not in our inter- 
ests to suggest that it has. We have 
forced ourselves into a group in 
order to validate our existence, but 
have failed to meet our goals of ac- 
ceptance and equality within the 
group; yet we expect society as a 
whole to accept us as their equals. 
We have created a queer subculture, 
and pretend to strive for equality. 

It is not enough to create a par- 



allel existence with mainstream so- 
ciety. We must work on creating a 
whole society in which we arc a 
component, a society in which ac- 
ceptance is implicit and in which 
oppression based on se.\uality, race, 
gender, or any other stratifying iden- 
tity does not exist. The queer com- 
munity has turned into a microcosm 
of society as a whole, the very soci- 
ety that we are supposedly trying to 
change. 

In the late 1970s, feminists such 
as bell hooks realized that their bat- 
tle was not one for gender equality; 
rather, it was to create a society that 
did not have the elements of preju- 
dice, discrimination, and stratifica- 
tion that exist in current society. It 
was not enough to be equal to men. 
/\fter all, which men did they 
want to be equal to? I low could 
they be "equal” when there was 
still something to be equal to? 

The queer community has 
been blind to bne of the basic- 
principles of our society— that 
personal success is to be \ 
gained at all costs. We try to in- H 
legrate ourselves into existing 
economic and social para- 
digms, blind to the fact that 
those same paradigms were 
created to exclude non-main- 
stream groups. We strive for 
change after change — mar- 
riage, acceptance in the 
workplace, same-sex benefits, pf 
se.\ual freedom — without re- 
alizing that we are playing into 
the hands of the heterosexist soci- 
ety that is oppressing us. They are 
capable of taking these small 
changes and using them against us, 
as proof that changes are taking 
place, that everything will eventu- 
ally be all right. 

The queer community has to 
stop focusing on small battles of 



equality and discrimination, and 
start looking at the big picture. Can 
we ever attain our goals of accept- 
ance and equality in a society which 
continues to oppress all tliat is not 
male, straiglit, and white? The an- 
swer is a resounding ‘no’. It is not 
enough to try to change the current 
system. The system works well as it 
is — it is a system diat has been cre- 
ated to keep the white straight man 
in a position of power, and it does 
exactly that. 

We must stop our repeated em- 
phasis on the social equality of all 
sexual identities, and start w'orking 
to eradicate, in hooks’ words, “the 
cultural basis of group oppression." 
We must realize that it is not enough 
to delineate safe spaces, when un- 
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President Clinton's compromise 
on the military ban Innvos gay 
and lesbian activists up in arms. 



safe spaces still exist; that gay mar- 
riage is an empty concept when it 
is still modeled after a heterosexual 
institution designed to reaffirm the 
centrality of a male-female relation- 
ship; that creating queer businesses 
creates yet another excuse for the 
predominantly heterosexual world 
of finance to segregate and exclude 

from normalizing sexual identities, 
such as “gay," to normalizing sexual 
behaviours. Rising to the occasion 
in the knick of time, no doubt, would 
be a new oppositional force bent on 
the continued regulation of sex. 

This political reshuffle will not 
end discrimination and violence 
against people who defy sexual 
norms, but it will allow for a much 
wider and more effective field of 
resistance to these forces than the 
old system of race-based identity. 

“I’m Not Gay, But My 
Girlfriend Is" 

When Ann Hesche stated on 
Oprah tliat she was not lesbian or gay, 
and had ncs'er slept with a woman 
before Ellen, the audience was struck 
dumb. Oprah spoke first: ‘You mean 
you weren’t bom tliis way?" 

Hesche’s statement botli exem- 
plifies and shows the political effec- 

M^Gill Ds.ily 



Sion is the status quo. The queer 
community must not be content 
with the creation and maintenance 
of a subculture. Rather, we must 
seize the opportunity to begin a new 
era, to create a society without op- 
pression and prejudice, where the 
dualistic concepts of gender, race, 
and sexuality cease to exist. 

tiveness of a sexual rights move- 
ment. She has firmly disallowed— 
resisted— the projection of stere- 
otypes onto herself that would nor- 
mally have taken place if she had 
come out, like Ellen did, as gay. Her 
question is not why can’t 1 be this, 
but is instead, why can’t 1 do this? 
In asking such a question, she is re- 
fusing the role of the subordinate, 
and is effectively levelling the field 
of debate between herself and the 
audience, over what amounts to a 
difference in taste— not the dread 
“lifestyle,” etc. 

Different from race-based gay 
rights, the strength of a sex-based 
sexual rights movement lies not in 
the refuting of stereotypes, but in 
the disallowing of them altogether. 
This un-identification broadens die 



Researchers discover more 
evidence linking homosexu- 
ality to genetic causes. 




the queer population. 

Queer rights are black rights are 
women’s riglits are human rights. In 
our attempts at solidarity we have 
alienated ourselves from each other, 
pretending that we are a homoge- 
neous group that shares common 
concerns e.xclusive to our queer- 
ness. Vi'e have failed to see that we 
are trying to assimilate ourselves 
into a culture which has been de- 
veloped to exclude us. It is not 
enough to be queer; radier, we must 
create a society in which being 
queer doesn’t matter. 

The basis of queer politics, of 
queer activism, of queer existence, 
must concentrate on eradicating die 
social systems which have created a 
stratified society in which oppres- 



Thursday. October 16, 1997 

LBGTM Women’s group meets in 
Shatner 423, 28h30. 

Friday October 17, 1997 

An evening of Folk Music at the 
Yellow Door with Jody Anker. Ad- 
mission $3. Doors open at 20h00, 
open stage to follow. 

LBGTM’s Coming Out Group 
meets at 17h30 in the basement of 
3521 University. 

LBGTM’s Men’s Group meets at 
I9h00inthe basement of 3521 Uni- 
versity. 

Saturday, October 18, 1997 

Another evening of Folk Music 
at the Yellow Door " itlijacky open- 
ing for Folkus.ca .■.itli Glenna Lee 
McConnell. Admission S5 - $6. 
Doors open at 20h00. 

Wednesday, October 22, 
1997 

Stéphane Dion, Federal Minister 
of Intergovernmental Affairs will be 
speaking on the future of Canada. 
19li30-21h00 at Moot Court. 3644 
Peel Street. 

Joseph Pace, author of the 
upcoming book Diet for A New 
Canada will be speaking on the im- 
pacts of animal-based agriculture in 
Canada. Leacock 26 at 19h30. 

Ongoing 

Going for an HIV test? Peer 
Health Educadon is looking for in- 
dividuals for an audio broadcast 
project who would be comfortable 
sharing their experience. Please call 
Darrell at 398-6017. 

Queer Line offers a confidential 
listening and referral service week- 
nights between 20h00 and 23hOO. 
Call 398-6822. 

plain of resistance by implicating in 
sexuality all those who are sexual, 
not just those whose skin would be 
pink. Conversely, the opposition is 
reduced to dictating to all people, 
not just gays, what activities they can 
and cannot engage in sexually. 

When individuals refute the gay 
identity within themselves and be^n 
to interact witli others as themselves, 
real sites of resistance will open up, 
like they did for Hesche, and a sexual 
rights movement will be born. 

Rob Sheldon is the former edi- 
tor of Flux Magazine. He was a gay 
man for three years before he real- 
ized that he just liked to date men. 

(MVOS (WACHrmArH StAK 







Why I love the 
blood drive 




by David D'Andrea 

I’m HIV-negative, but because 
I’m a bisexual man, I’m not allowed 
to give blood. This apparent unfair- 
ness has pushed LBGTM (of which 
I’m a member) to protest the Red 
Cross blood drive held in conjunc- 
tion with SSMU. The protest, like 
the blood drive itself, seems to be 
an annual institution at McGill. This 
year’s action follows more inflam- 
matory protests and counter-pro- 
tests of previous years, which last 
year escalated to the cancellation of 
the blood drive and a move to im- 
peach then-SSMU president Chris 
Carter. The problem is the question- 
naire used to screen potential do- 
nors. Now-notorious question 15 
asks whether “If male, have you had 
sex with another male, even once" 
since 1977. Answering yes disquali- 
fies you from giving blood. 

LBGTM has several reasons for 
opposing the Red Cross question- 
naire. They claim that changing the 
wording of the questionnaire might 
allow more blood to be donated to 
the Red Cross without compromis- 
ing safety. They believe that the 
question perpetrates the stereotype 
that AIDS is a “gay disease" that 
straight people don’t have to con- 
cern themselves with. But to most 
members of LBGTM, the core issue 
is one of discrimination: people are 
barred from gi\ing blood, not on 
the basis of tlieir seroposithity, but 
on their sc-xu.!! orientation. The pro- 
test against the Red Cross question- 
naire gets its force from an idea 
which is deeply ingrained in ourso- 
ciety: that all laws and rules must 
apply universally to all people. For 
society to be fair, it cannot defer to 
an aristocracy, nor can it ask blacks 
to go to the back of the bus. The 
Red Cross questionnaire is just an- 
other e.xample of unfair treatment 
based on an arbitrary characteristic. 
It doesn't matter how serious the 
hami it does is - discrimination is 
unacceptable. 

The problem with this stance is 
that nobody really believes it. There 
are many situations where we rec- 
ognise that a policy may be justified, 
even though it is based on distinc- 
tions between groups. The Women’s 
Union is allowed to e.xclude men 
from its events, and LBGTM is al- 
lowed to restrict its e.xecutive to 
queer students, because we recog- 
nise that die benefits outweigh the 
hami done. In some situations we 
actually demand policies that dis- 
criminate between various social 
groups. One such situation is the 
epidemic of HfV infection among 
queer men. Advocacy groups have 
long insisted that safe-sex informa- 
tion be specifically aimed at the 



queer male community because of 
its high rate of HfV infection. In 
1993, Act-Up Paris accused the 
French government of being party 
to genocide. The crime: its HW 
awareness policy, aimed at the en- 
tire population without concern for 
sexual orientation, permitted one of 
the highest rates of HIV infection 
among queer men in western Eu- 
rope. In these situations we see that 
AIDS K a queer issue, but then we 
want to turn around and declare 
that there is no such thing as a high 
risk group, just high risk behaviour. 
We just can’t have it both ways. 

There are good reasons why 
Quesdon 15 in pardcular is justified. 
The rate of HIV infection among 
queer men is so much higher than 
among the general population that 
it makes medical sense to screen us 
out. Changing the question to refer 
to specific risky behaviours rather 
than risk groups won’t necessarily 
improve the questionnaire’s effec- 
tiveness. It is easy for university stu- 
dents to forget that people vary in 
literacy level, and not everybody un- 
derstands what “unprotected anal 
sex" means. For something as cru- 
cial as the blood supply, the over- 
riding concern is safety, and that 
means that it’s better to keep out as 
much infected blood as possible 
even if it means throwing some 
good blood away. /\nd concerns that 
the questionnaire promotes a false 
stereotype about HIV seem unwar- 
ranted. The Red Cross question- 
naire is not a major source of infor- 
mation about HIV for most people, 
and the implication of the question- 
naire— that some groups have 
higher rates of HIV infection than 
others— is true. 

Changing the Red Cross ques- 
tionnaire to be blind to social 
groups might make us feel better, 
but it wouldn’t address the real 
problem. The real problem is the 
tragedy of HIV, and in particular 
how it has affected the queer male 
community. And the point is a gen- 
eral one: our fixation on formal 
equality sometimes leads us to ig- 
nore the real differences in society 
that need to be addressed. The sim- 
ple trutli is that a system that treats 
everybody the same is not alw:iys 
the best system. Leftists have long 
recognised that the free market, the 
very paradigm of a neutral system, 
can produce the most brutal in- 
equalities. The issue boils down to 
a crucial question of strategy: 
should we spend all our energies 
demanding a formal equality, or 
should we fight for the real inter- 
ests of real people? 
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Tchaikovsky, composer • 
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Andy Warhol, artist • Alexan- 
der the Great, ruler • Alan 
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Chris Carter, ex-SSMU presi- 
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Timothy Findley, author • 
Gail Scott, author • Jeanette 
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Radio For Big Quears 
on CKUT 

Come out, come out 
wherever you air. 

MONDAYS 

Queercorps - 6-7 pm 
Dykes on Mykes - 7-8pm 
tous les premiers lundis du mois - 
Ballade des Furies 

Note: CKUT’s Annual General Meeting 
Sat. Oct. 25th 10-4:30pm 

Newman Ctre. 3484 Peel 

Ali Welcome 
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The Daily has CD singles for',j 
our lucky readers! 

THE McGILL DAILY Shalner BO?: 

gjjjm (UrnHed quantity. First corne, first served.) *| 



mi 

MUSIC 




October 16-22. 1997 The McGill Daily 





Manchester 







United Kingdom 

The Immigration Minister, Mike O'Brien, ha 
that he will introduce a policy to allow s 
long term, committed relationships to stay, 
policy will come into effect a^^^^m Monda 
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Tokyo 

Government agencies are "a 
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court said. "Indifferenpfei 
homosexuality are inex^|j 
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Court 
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Australia 

Australia's Senate ha 
Tax Assessment Act th, 
couples. ' 



Thailand 
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colleges, has lifted its year-o 
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South Africa M 

South Africa'^ s National _/2p|ïteion....fo^ Gay and Les^^'h, 
Equality andjthe natipnàl' Hum^an\‘fe Commission h^ve filed 
a High Court,i^suitt^gainst severàr;ij^s that bffigây^fx. 

They hope to delete'the common-ïàWj offense ofMspUomyf " the 
common-law crime of unnatural offehs^^x betwee|ii*%é^/ÿ^ 
Criminal Procedure Act measure that àiipws anydrfê^l^^arrest 
anyone else they suspect of committirt^- s'pdomy, a '’Security 
Officers Act sodomy ban and a Sexual 'Offencps Act|)^strl on gay 
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second annual gay-pride pa 
population 8 113 
The parade included a dozei 
by a rally and dance. 
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Surrey, B.C. || W 

The Surrey School Board|recently baned books depî^M 
children with same-sex |i|gnts. These books 
Two Dad, Brown Dad, BIiM and Asha ' ’s Two 

Lawsuits are in progress"^ 
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Image et Nation: Pink Cuiture in aii its giory 



An invitation to the sensual & vivid world of Lesbian & Gay Film 



by Qalman M. Husain 



It was ten years ago that Diffu- 
sion Gaies et Lesbiennes du Québec 
(DLGQ) started organi2ing the an- 
nual Image et Nation International 
Lesbian and Gay film and video Fes- 
tival in Montreal. Now it is the larg- 
est of its kind in Canada, fourth larg- 
est in North America and the third 
best attended film festival in 
Montreal. The buzz is that this year, 
Image et Nation will become the 
second best attended fdm festival in 
Montreal. 

The film festival’s deliciously 
decadent tenth anniversary celebra- 
tion commenced last niglit with fire. 
FYrc is one of the tw'o opening films 
along with Never Met Picasso. This 
year’s festivities will occur at 
Cinéma ONF, Institute Goethe, 
Concordia VA 114 and new comer 
to the scene salle 6 of Cinéma La 
Parisienne. Free programmes are 
also available at these locals. 

Open sesame fire and 
the closure is in the 
water 

Fire is a film by Deepa Media, a 
South Asian Canadian. One might 
recall her Sam And Me and her pre- 
mier film Camilla with fondness. 
But the ’fondness’ evoked by her 
earlier films is just about to give way 
to passionately burning fires of the 
soul, created by the simultaneous, 
multi-level perspectives in Fire . But 
this is just the beginning; Fire is the 
first in Meetha’s trilogy Fire sizzjes 
with the story of the self empower- 
ing struggles of two middle class 
women in New Delhi, India. In an 
interview with i'AHO' , Meetha e.\- 
plains: “What I want to stress 



for a visit; the thing is, 

Angel is no angel. The film is set 
on a club culture backdrop with 
straight and Queer characters. The 
forefront, however, is the coming 
out story of Justin. 

Gael Morel’s moving LOVE 
story A toute vitesse , explores is- 
sues of class, race and nationality. 
There are a good number of French 
films this year, notably; Nana, 
George et moi... and Sortie 234 . 

The AIDS segment is also rich, 
with Crocodile Tears, Green Plaid 
Shirt, Frank's Cock, The Ads epi- 
demic etc. The premiere showings 
include Homo Heights with living 
legend The [very] Naked Civil Serv- 
ant, Quentin Crisp, as well as Boy- 
friends, Watermelon Woman, Latin 
Boys Go To Hell etc. Also there is an 
extended lesbian section of this with 
such superb films as Reservaat, En- 
twined, Tfje Watermelon \(bman. 
Isle od Lesbos and Margarete 
Westcotts Stolen Moments— a cen- 
tury of lesbian culture & identity 
is especially worth watching. 

Special events include Tom 
Waugh’s XXX-citation, a riveting 
journey of the evolution in erotic 
cinema from 1950 to the present. 
PerversICite, with Ross Higgins, is a 
reflection on gay social life in 
Montreal from 1930 to 1980. The 
Other Dyke TV is about lesbian 
space on T.V. and, in collaboration 
with Bad Boy Club Foundation, one 
of Fassbinder’s films. Querelle ,was 
shown as part of Black & Blue Fes- 
tival 97. 

Image et Nation is an insitation 
for everyone to see the trials and 
tribulations of the artists, in pink 
and proud culture. 




througli my films is that yes, we In- 
dian women are worthy and deserv- 
ing of life of our own choice." Fire 
has won nine awards in sbe film fes- 
tivals from Favorite Foreign Film, in 
Paris, to Silver Hugo for Best Acü’ess, 
in LA. Sultry, salty, softly seductive, 
Shabana Azmi is actually the recipi- 
ent of two best actress 
awards. 

Never Met Picasso is 
the other film on the 
opening list of die Festi- 
val. It is about “The Lost 
Generation", which has 
met neither Andy 
Wirhol nor Keith Haring 
. The film is superbly 
played by a quite well 
known and brilliant cast 
of“indie" film faces. 

The film revolves 
around a 30 year old, 

“art fag", Andrew 
Magnus (Alexis 
Arquette) and his crises. 

These do not include his 
preoccupation with 
finding Mr. Right and his 
interactions with in- 
sightful and absurd char- 
acters. The part in which 
Magnus interacts w'ith 
his gay uncle, mentor 
Alfred (Alrin Espstien), 
before and after his 
death, touches on the 
inter-generation gay/ 

Queer issue. This is important be- 
cause it puts issues in a historical 
context. 

The characterization of Luq’ is 
played strongly by Georgia 
Ragsdale. I.ucy is a sculptor who is 
fabo injackie 0. drag. The film looks 



though a passionate eye at the lives 
of Boston’s South-End in the late 
1990’s. 

The closure is poised in Kelli 
Herd’s It's In The Water, a film set 
in the small town of Azalea Springs. 
It focuses on the country club mem- 
bers of “The League," who 



ing people gay. There is also the 
oppressed wife, Alex Statten, with 
her courage to work at the AIDS 
hospice, and who is subsequendy 
discovered in a supply closet kiss- 
ing Grace Miller. Another love affair 
is brewing with Mark Anderson and 
Tomas, the house painter. These 
events reflect what hap- 
pens to individuals 
when homophobic hys- 
teria takes over seem- 
ingly ordinary people. 



The ten years 



stereotypically believe that only hair- 
dressers and interior designers are 
supposed to be gay. Tlie League is 
upset with plans to open an AIDS 
facility in Azalea Springs, which is 
mingled with rumours of the tow-n 
water being contaminated and mak- 



The groupings of the 
thematic programme 
are done in frames of 10 
years. 10 years of Impos- 
sible Loves, 10 years of 
Identity and Movement, 
10 years of Canadian 
Creations etc. There is 
an interesting retrospec- 
tive of John Greyson 
shorts and feature films 
including Uncut and 
Zero Patience. These 
frames outline a picture 
of what the festinl has 
been offering since 
1988 . 

This year’s schedule 
reflects an incredibly di- 
verse programming. 
Latin Boys Go To Hell , 
for example, a film by Ela Troyano 
widi Montréal boy, Mike Ruiz— air 
brushed to the max, but at least not 
a typical blond blue-eyed Califor- 
nian surfer muscle boy image. It’s a 
story about twenty-two year old 
Justin who finds himself in murky 
waters when his cousin Angel comes 



Come out, come out wherever you are 

Being queer in the faculty with those nifty calculators 

by Anonymous 



From ihe first instance that civi- 
lizations learned howto manipulate 
tlte elements, man has sought to 
engineer his discoveries to provide 
him with a better standard ofliving. 
This still holds true today in that it 
is primarily men who are engineers 
- tltose who design and build much 
of what you see around you. 

It may be due to this fact that en- 
gineering is perceived as a macho, 
male-dominated, misogynistic and 
homophobic profession. Engineer- 
ing is one of the last hold outs of 
male-dominated faculties. Even 
medicine can bo:ist a 1:1 male/fe- 
male ratio, where just a couple of 
decades ago women doctors were 
as rare as snow in July. Currently, 
the enrollment of women in engi- 



neering here at McGill hovers some- 
where around 30%: meaning that in 
an average class of 60 students,, 
there are only 18 females taking up 
the .seats. 

But this article is not about 
women in engineering, it’s about 
(jiieers in engineering. Given some 
of the statistics about the queer 
population (North American aver- 
age: 10%, McGill: 30?u - don't quote 
me on these, they’re just rough ap- 
proximations), engineers seem to 
once again be the exception to the 
rule with an (out) gay population 
of approximately 1% (numbers 
taken from my own count of peo- 
ple I know). So how do we fiinc- 
tion within this minority? It would 
seem that many within the faculty 



have taken a “don’t ask, don’t tell" 
approach to dealing with their 
classmates, friends and professors, 
but are relatively out with one an- 
other. 

This is not to s:iy that engineer- 
ing studenLs are oppressed within 
the walls of the engineering build- 
ings, but that it is more difficult to 
“advertise" our se.xual orientation, 
or show our jtride by wearing rain- 
bow flags or pink triangles on our 
school bags given the above statis- 
tics. So, are the students of engi- 
neering homophobic? On the 
whole, no. We are usually so busy 
with assignments, projects, exams 
and tests that an individual’s sexual 
orientation is not the most pressing 
issue of the moment. 
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But don’t expect to hear “Danc- 
ing Queen" or “I will Survive” any 
time soon at an Engineering Blues 
Pub. I believe our reluctance to 
come out publicly stems more 
from the fact that coming out is 
not absolutely necessary to func- 
tion as a student. ALso, the f;ic- 
ulty is comiirised of quite a few 
individuals with a middle and far- 
eastern heritage where social 
norms and religious beliefs are 
not as liberal as they are here in 
North America. 

1 myself have never encoun- 
tered any problems coming out to 
someone; however most of the 
people I’m out to are not class 
mates, and I therefore do not see 
them on a daily basis, which is 



probably a third point as to why 
coming out within the faculty is 
difficult. Being queer, however, has 
not restricted me from student Î 

politics or faculty sports leagues; 
nor has it curbed my desire to seek 
graduate work, and even teaching f 

positions here at McGill. I 

Perhaps if we were more visible, | 

it would make future generations of \ 

engineering students more aware of | 

our existence. I would encourage 
any students (especially engineer- 
ing) who are questioning their se.xu- 
ality to seek out some peers to talk 
to and to partake in more queer [ 

events around McGill and Montréal. 

And 1 would also like the closeted 
engineering population to know 
that there ARE others like you. 
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The Changing Faces of AIDS Activism 

Queer men may be stepping back from the forefront of the AIDS movement 

by Darrell Tan 



eventcen homosexual- rights 
protesters were arrested out 
side Trinity Church in down- 
town Mont real during a rally to de- 
mand quicker government ap- 
proval of drugs that might combat 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome. (AIDS) Hundreds of protest- 
ers stayed behind police lines, but 
some crossed the barricades and 
sat in the street to block traffic. 
They were arrested, charged with 
disorderly conduct and released 
Hius read the caption under a 
photo in the March 25, 1987 edi- 
tion of Ihe New York Tunes.. ACT- 
UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash 
Power), a group which remains one 
of the most active organizations lob- 
bying for change today, had united 
in anger over the US government's 
mismanagement of the AIDS crisis. 
1 heir queer-dominated demonstra- 
tion on Wall Street was launched to 
“protest the profiteering of phamia- 
ceutical companies (especially 
Burroughs Wellcome, manufacturer 
of /\ZT-a reverse transcriptase in- 
hibitor drug that slows down mul- 
tiplication of rirus cells in the af- 



fected person's body)”. 

Such images are not unfamiliar 
to most firing in today's ‘era of HIV 
/ /VIDS.' The history of AIDS and 
MDS actirism have been intrinsically 
finked to that of the queer commu- 
nity, and in panicular, the struggle 
of gay and bise.\ual men. Over the 
past two decades, AIDS activists 
have worked to end AIDS-related 
discrimination, to render the epi- 
demic more risible and to place ef- 
forts to combat it high on the pub- 
lic agenda. 

From the earliest recorded Nortli 
/American cases in the late 1970s, 
HfV has disproportionately infected 
men who have had penetrative anal 
sex with other men. This is due to 
the relative ease with w'hich the vi- 
rus passes into tissues lining the 
anus that are damaged during inter- 
course. For many, the institutional- 



ized heterosexism and homophobia 
in Western society have made living 
with HIV / AIDS all the more diffi- 
cult. The AIDS-phobic and stigma- 
tizing messages voiced by institu- 
tions in the late 1980's inspired the 
gay community to become involved 
in/\lDS actirism. 

More recently, liowever, public 
healdi messages have emphasized 
that anyone can contract MIV by 
participating in high-risk behaviour 
regardless of their sexmal orienta- 
tion. Postmodern thinking has lead 
to popular concepts of rejecting la- 
bels and conceptualizing identity as 
fluid, rather titan fixed. Society is 
being forced to dispel the myth of a 
one-to-one relationship betw'een 
AIDS and gayness. To what extent, 
then, has AIDS been ‘de-gayed'? 
What is the face of ;UDS activism 
today? 

‘De-Gaying’ AIDS? 

According to Dr. Vinh-Kim 
Nguyen, a doctor at the Montreal 
General Hospital's Immune Defi- 
ciency Treatment Centre and ;\ssist- 



ant Professor in the Faculty of 
Medicine at McGill, “the 
dehomosexualization of AIDS is ac- 
tually quite old, and it's been dur- 
ing the past three to five years that 
other groups have become AIDS 
activists - w-hether that be minority 
women, immigrant groups, or so 
on. 

Nguyen notes that this shift has 
sometimes been so significant that 
“gay activists are trying to ‘re-gay’ 
the epidemic." He attributes this 
change to increasingly large de- 
mand for increasingly scarce re- 
sources. While heterosexual trans- 
mission to young women is die fast- 
est growing method of viral spread 
in the developed world, the major- 
ity ofMDS cases are still to be found 
among gay and bisexmal men. 

Excessive emphasis on this trend 
can be problematic, how'ever, for a 



number of reasons. Aside from the 
potential it proridcs for stereotyp- 
ing gay men as ‘AIDS carriers', an- 
other problem relates to historical 
inaccuracies. 

Anna-Louise Crago, an /VIDS ac- 
tivist currendy doing HIV / Hepati- 
tis B prevention work among street 
youth in Montreal, points out that 
in the early stages of the North 
/\merican epidemic, “many commu- 
nities that felt directly affected [i.e. 
odier than gay men] were very ac- 
tive as well." She feels that these 
communities may not have as high 
a profile as the queer community. 
“Gay activism has always managed 
to pull on white middle-class gay 
men in high places." 

Indeed, insufficient access to fi- 
nancial and social resources has 
been and will likely continue to 
impede AIDS activism. Se.xism has 
thus limited the recognition of sex 
w'orkers, female caregivers for peo- 
ple living with HIV /AIDS (PW/\s), 
and queer women in the AIDS 
movement. As one specific example, 
Crago notes “Lesbians and bisexual 
w'omen have been major parts of 



ACT-UP," though their contributions 
have likely been underrecognized. 

As with most social movements, 
the result of this inequality is often 
that a limited number of voices 
dominate the picture. Public per- 
ception of the movement is not hilly 
representative of the range of indi- 
riduals truly involved. While queer 
men seem to have filled a principal 
role in the past, the diversification 
of the movement and of the 
populations affected by the syn- 
drome in recent years have rede- 
fined both who and what AIDS ac- 
tirism is. 

Who’s an Activist? 

Radical w-ork like ACT-UP's origi- 
nal protest continues in multiple 
chapters around the globe, as well 
as in organizations such as iVlDS 

/■ f>aiîy 



Action Now in Toronto. But AIDS 
activism has also included the work 
of somewhat less 'militant' groups. 
Recent w'ork by organizations and 
individuals across Canada, for in- 
stance, played a role in inducing 
Jean Chrétien to announce a re- 
newal of the National AIDS Strat- 
egy earlier this year. (Significantly, 
however, funding is only to con- 
tinue at a constant dollar level. In- 
flation, coupled with the rise in in- 
fection rates in every demographic 
group in Canada, means that the 
quality and quantit)' of MDS sen- 
ices and research will suffer.) 

;VIDS activism has also involved 
advances on a more personal level 
as well. According to David 
Thompson, Executive Director of 
;\1DS Community Care Montréal, 
one example “for which AIDS activ- 
ism is not necessarily e.xclusively 
responsible is that of patient em- 
powemient in a medical setting." 
Whether it is through input into 
designing research cohorts, de- 
manding access to medical records, 
or forcing professionals to hear the 
concerns of patients with AIDS 
when proriding ü'eatment, ‘AIDS hxs 
reinforced die notion of participation 
in die decision making process. [It 
has meant] not haring die decisions 
made foryou, but haring them made 
in consultation with you." 

Marginalization 

Perhaps a key aspect of MDS ac- 
tivism has been that it has empha- 
sized the needs and riglits of tradi- 
tionally marginalized groups in so- 
ciety. In addition to the example of 
queer men, women both here and 
in many underdeveloped areas con- 
stitute anodiersuch group. Overall, 
women often lack financial and so- 
cial resources to avoid sexually risky 
situations and to employ safer sex 
methods. Additionally, it is physi- 
ologically easier for a man to rtans- 
mit HIV to a woman than for the 
reverse to occur. As a result of wom- 
en's increased social vulnerability, 
many international health organiza- 
tions have focused on the needs of 
W'onien in developingAlDS control 
strategies. 

Nguyen offers another example 
of AIDS activism bringing attention 
to marginalized groups, noting that 
in France, “there’s a big emphasis 
on the problems of immigration and 
the fact that people with HIV that 
didn’t have the ‘proper papers’ w'erc 
being deported back to their home 
countries despite the fact tliat they 
were ill and wouldn't have access 
to care." 

Building Communities 

Through the hardships of these 





battles, some would argue that at 
least one significant gain has been 
the potential forstrenglliening com- 
munities. Among queer men in par- 
ticular, confronting AIDS has often 
meant the reinforcement of existing 
institutions and the creation of new 
ones. AIDS has been widely risible 
in queer community centres and 
education campaigns for some time, 
such that the gay community is fre- 
([uently cited as a model for chang- 
ing behaviour to reduce risk. 

Simon Watney, Director of the 
Red Hot Charitable Foundation in 
London, has gone so far as to say 
that the common experience of HIV 
/ AIDS has created a diasporic con- 
sciousness among gay and bisexual 
men on a global .scale. Nguyen con- 
curs, describing how “AIDS has al- 
lowed gay men to come out and 
exist in quasi-public spaces all 
around the world." 

But the development of such 
social bonds is not always realized. 
The reproducibility of this model 
depends largely on the extent to 
which people see themselves as a 
unified or cohesive group. 
Commonality does not always e.xist, 
for instance, among, IV drug users, 
whose shooting up may play no role 
in their self-identity, nor among sex 
workers, whose w'ork is often tran- 
sitory' or temporary'. Crago dius pre- 
fers to speak of 'micro-communi- 
ties,' in which the shared experience 
of grief has developed “an ethic of 
community care, help, self-aware- 
ness and self-love." She contends 
that too often, “we have a middle- 
class conception of what actirism is. 
(Micro-communities] bring actirism 
from the marching-in-the-street 
level down to the level of, Tm go- 
ing to care for the person working 
on the block next to me.’” 

Fear of the Other 

In many ways, AIDS represents 
a nexus finking multiple layers of a 
wide variety of social problems to- 
gether. In the words of Mikhaël 
Elbaz and Ruth Murbach, professors 
at Las-al University and UQAM, “AIDS 
has brought back panic, fear and 
terror of the Other, condemned and 
damned, at a time when our West- 
ern societies, armed w'ith the mira- 
cle of antibiotics, sanitary' hygiene, 
self-surveillancc and the presence of 
the providential state, seemed to 
have repressed the fear of death,” 
The many forms of AIDS actirism 
that have arisen in the recent past 
have in part developed in response 
to such changes. Wiile the faces of 
AIDS activism may change, its ulti- 
mate goals • those which challenge 
the conservative norms of society' 
and work to confront die epidemic 
- are here to stay. 
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T he following is a glossary of 
some basic terms used in de 
scribing gender and sexual 
identity. These meanings, however, 
are continually changing and are 
used differently by different indi- 
viduals in different contexts. The 
definitions assume the existence of 
only two sexes and genders which 
many people consider closely re- 
lated or overlapping. In this way, 
they may present a limited view of 
a much richer reality. 

Despite these caveats, many peo- 
ple find the terms listed here useful 
in varying degrees, even if only as a 
starting point for describing how 
their view of the world differs from 
that represented here. 

Bear in mind that gender iden- 
tity refers to whether one thinks of 
oneself as a man (masculine) or as 
a woman (feminine), gender/sex is 
whether one has a vagina or a penis 
and gender roles are society’s sex. 

Sexual identity refers to whom 
one is sexually and romantically at- 
tracted. When one's sex and gender 
identity are different, sexual iden- 
tity can be based on either one. /\1- 
ternatively, one may have two 
sexual identities, one as a man and 
one as a woman. 

Androgyny: The quality of si- 
multaneously exhibiting ‘masculine’ 
and ’feminine’ characteristics. 

Benjamin Standards, The: The 
international guidelines developed 
by Dr. Harry Benjamin regarding 
requirements of applicants for /;or- 
mone therapy and sexual reassign- 
ment surgery. 

Bigendered: One who switches 
between masculine and feminine 
gender roles periodically. 

Biphobia: The oppression or 
mistreatment of bisexuals, espe- 
cially by /esf^/mis andgrtymen. 

Bisexual: One who has signifi- 
cant sexual attractions to members 
of both die same and the other sex, 
or who identify as members of the 
bisexual community. 

Butch: l.’Masculine’ or macho 
dress and behaviour, regardless of 
sex or gender identity. 2. A sub-iden- 
tity of lesbian orgflj’ based on 'mas- 
culine’ or macho dress and 
behavior. 

Come out: 1. To disclose one’s 
own sexual identity to another. 2. 
To discover that one’s own sexual 
identity is different than previously 
assumed. 3. To deal with one’s own 
and others reactions to the discov- 
ery of revelation of one’s sexual 



identity. 

Drag: 1. Clothes, often unusual 
or dramatic, especially those consid- 
ered appropriate to the other sex. 
2. Can be applied to any recogniz- 
able ‘look’ (e.g., “1 see you are in 
corporate drag today.”) 

Dyke: Reclaimed derogatory 
slang. Refers to lesbians and bi- 
sexual women. 

F2M: Female to male. Used to 
specify the direction of a sex or gen- 
der role change. 

Femme: 1. ‘Feminine’ or effemi- 
nate dress and behavior regardless 
of sex or gender identity. 2. A sub- 
identity of lesbian or gay, based on 
‘feminine’ or ‘girlish’ dress and be- 
haviour. 

Gay: One who has significant 
sexual and romantic attractions pri- 
marily to members of the same sex, 
or who identifies as a member of the 
gay community. Can refer to gay 
males or bothgfl}' males and lesbi- 
ans. Although some use the term 
gay community to refer to all sexual 
minorities, lesbians and bisexuals 
often do not feel included by it. 

Gender (identity): A psycho- 
logical gc«r/erro/e (i.e. ‘masculine’ 
or ‘feminine’). 

Gender (identity) community: 
People who identify as transvestite, 
transsexual, or transgendered. 
Members of ü\c gender community 
do not necessarily identify as mem- 
bers of the sexual minority commu- 
nity. 

Gender dysphoria (GD): Un- 
happiness or discomfort experi- 
enced by one whose se.xual organs 
do not match one's gender identity. 

Gender neutral: Clothing, be- 
haviours, thoughts, feelings, rela- 
tionships, etc. which are considered 
appropriate for members of both 
sexes. 

Gender role: Arbitrary rules as- 
signed by society, that define what 
clothing, behaviours, thoughts, feel- 
ings, relationships, etc. are consid- 
ered appropriate and inappropriate 
for members of each sex. What is 
considered ‘masculine,’ ‘feminine,’ 
or ‘neutral’ varies according to lo- 
cation, class, occasion, and numer- 
ous otlier factors. 

Genetic male/man (GM): One 
who was considered male from 
birth, regardless of one’s present 
sex or gender identity. 






Genetic femaleAvoman (GF/ 
FM): One who was considered fe- 
male from birth, regardless of one’s 
present sex or gender identity. 

Hermaphrodite: One who has 
both a penis and a vagina. Consid- 
ered derogatory. 

Heterosexual (het): One who 
has significant sexual and romantic 
attractions primarily to members of 
the other sex. 

Heterosexism: The assumption 
that identifying as heterosexual and 
having sexual and romantic attrac- 
tions only to members of the other 
sex is good and acceptable, and that 
other sexual identities and attrac- 
tions are bad and unacceptable. The 
assumption that anyone whose 
se.xual orientation is not known 
must be straight. 

Homophobia: Originally, a fear 
of sexual attraction to the same sex. 
Developed into a term describing all 
aspects of the oppression of lesbi- 
ans, gays, and bisexuals (some- 
times does not include bisexuals). 

Homosexual: Formal or clinical 
term for^ay, usually meaning gay 
male, but can refer to lesbian or 
bisexual. Homosexual and homo- 
sexuality are terms often associated 
with the proposition that same gen- 
der attractions are a mental disor- 
der (homophilia). The terms are 
distasteful to some people. 

Hormone therapy: Used to 
change secondary sex characteris- 
tics, including breast size, weight 
distribution, and facial hair growth. 

Identify/ied (as): To think of 
oneself as having a particular sexual 
identity or gender identity (e.g. “1 
identify as a bisexual" or “He is bi- 
sexual-identified”). To emphasize 
that an identity term refers to one’s 
internal reality, as opposed to what 
otliers perceive. 

Identity: How one thinks of 
oneself One’s internal self as op- 
posed to what others perceive. 

Kinsey scale, The: An equal-in- 
terval scale with continuous gradu- 
ations between heterosexuality (0) 
and homosexuality (6) used as a 
measure of sexuality. 

label: How someone else sees 
or thinks of one. 

lesbian: A woman who has sig- 
nificant sexual and romantic attrac- 
tions to members of the same sex, 
or who identifies as a member of 



the lesbian community. Bisexual 
women often do not feel included 
by this term. 

M2F: Male to female. Used to 
specify the direction of a sex or gen- 
der role ebdinge. 

Monosexual: One who has sig- 
nificant sexual and romantic attrac- 
tions primarily to members of one 
sex (i.e. straight, gay, lesbian). 
Someone who is not bisexual. 

Neuter: 1. One who has neither 
a penis nor a vagina. 2. Occasion- 
ally used to mean androgynous. 

Other sex/gender: The other 
sex or gender than the reference 
person’s own (e.g. “She has an other 
sex partner”). 

(To be) Out: To be open about 
one’s sexual identity with someone 
or in a situation. 

(To) Out (someone): 1. To dis- 
close a second person’s sexual iden- 
tity to a third person, particularly 
without the second person’s per- 
mission. 2. To disclose one’s own 
sexual identity, sometimes inad- 
vertently. 

Pre-operative transsexual 
(Pre-op TS): One who is actively 
planning to switch physical sexes, 
mosdy to relievegenderdyspboria. 
Probably, but not necessarily, cross 
dresses, takes hormone therapy, 
and gets electrolysis. 

Primary sex organs: Penis 
(male) or vagina (female). 

Queer: Reclaimed derogatory 
slang for the sextial minority com- 
munity (e.g. Queer Nation). Not 
accepted by all the sexual minority 
community, especially older mem- 
bers. 

Same sex/gender: The same sex 
or gender as the reference person’s 
own (e.g. “She has a same sex part- 
ner”). 

Sex: Male or female, depending 
on one' primary sex organs. 

Sex role: See gender role. 

Sexual identity: How one 
thinks of oneself in terms of being 
significantly attracted to members 
of the same or the other sex. Based 
on one’s internal experience, as 
opposed to which gender one’s 
sexual partners belong to. 

Sexual Identity/minority com- 
munity: A formal term which in- 
cludes lesbians, bisexuals, gays. 



and sometimes members of thegen- 
der community. Members of the 
sexual minority community usually 
do not identify as members of the 
gender community. 

Sexual orientation/preference: 
How one thinks of her/himself, in 
terms of being significandy attracted 
to members of the same of the other 
sex. Sexual orientation implies the 
inability to control or influence the 
development of one’s sexual and 
romantic attractions. Conversely, 
sexual preference implies the abil- 
ity to control or influence the de- 
velopment of one’s sexual and ro- 
mantic attractions. 

Sexual reassignment surgery 
(SRS): A surgical procedure which 
changes one’s primary sexual or- 
gans from one sex to another (i.e. 
penis to vagina or vagina to penis). 

Stonewall: A pivotal event in 
1969 , which basically involved 
queers revolting against discrimina- 
tion, that many attribute to having 
spurred the modern queer move- 
ment. 

Straight: Colloquial for hetero- 
sexual. because straight has conno- 
tations of “unadulterated,” “pure,” 
and “honest,” some members of the 
sexual identity community object 
to the implication that one who is 
not straight is “bent, “adulterated,” 
“impure,” or “dishonest.” Straight 
has connotations of ‘narrow,’ 
’straight-laced,’ or ‘conservative,’ 
and some /)e/erose.xHfl/-identified 
people find it distasteful. 

Transgendcr community: For- 
mal term lor gender community. 

Transgendered (TG): One who 
switchesgeH^/er roles, whether just 
once, or many times at will. Inclu- 
sive term for transsexuals and 
transvestites. 

Transsexual (TS): One who 
switches physical sexes (usually just 
once, but there are exceptions). 
Primary sex change is accom- 
plished by sexual reassignment sur- 
gery, Hormone therapy, electroly- 
sis, additional surgery, and other 
treatments that change secondary 
sex characteristics. 

Transvestite (TV): One who 
mainly cross-dresses for pleasure in 
the appearance and sensation. The 
pleasure may not be directly erotic. 
May feel comfortable in a focused 
transgender role while cross 
dressed. May occasionally experi- 
ence gender dysphoria. 
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poems 



by Mamie Levitt 



I have fantasies 
of marriage 
you, 

kneeling 
asking me to 

I. 

tripping on the sentence 
like the wedding dress 
I’ve always wanted 
to wear 

basking in a bouquet 



no particular word 



marriage 



I line UD aeainst these 




of your words 
promising safety , 
and comfort 
and love 

imagining this ringy 
to be more than*=; ' 
a token between lovers, 
something as reco^iizable ' 
as your scent,' ' -I'y'- ?■' 



we go out together 
walking at night 
and I’m thinking in my head 




as the shape of your chest, 
the curve of your 



about the roof 









making love on the roof 
under the moon 
you, 

moring slowly inside me 
me, 

relaxing into the sky with 
every stroke 
looking into your eyes 
your face as clear 



asthemoon , . 
swelling 

like breasts v 
breathing calmness into me 
like a cold wind 
your face expressionless 
saving feeling 
for your hands 
making love 



intelligible words ■ > -iïJ 

* “0^ the words I usewili not îj 

:4. noyios|f5ç<.:;-|^ ’ .-^îîl^^esen^ . 

^I lmow they don’t work In this 
context 
Instead, 

blow the fog from niy mouth 
“^VVlettlng the frosty air form ^ 
M-'CS^es'hat.ï 
look like the sounds of words. 
^y^-^^rdlesslyiwe walk ^ 

aching to be far enbu^^^^^^^^ll^eyelashes and 
to; touch me A;*; ^ slick black pants 

bending an arch over mÿ heart You wearing jeans arid a shirt 
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contracting 
here on the roof 
liglit takes years to reach me 
but your eyes are stars 
and your hands are gold 



and a smile 
holding hands 
I realize that your arm fits 
better around my shoulders, 
that my body curves into your 
chest better as 1 lean on you 
that you go wild with compli- 



ments like, ‘you’re charming’ 
and wild with the shape and 
colour of my lips 
But my lips do not shape any 
particular word, 
any particular word 
to slip off my tongue and onto 
.yours 

into your mouth 
I don’t breathe ideas, 

I just fall in step beside you- 
dressed for the world 
I, in my makeup and tight- 
fitting clothes, 

you in your loose smile, strong 
grip and easy stride 
we arc both dressed to fight 
we arc botli dressed in our 
own version of woman, 
of dyke 

and when we get home from 
fighting the cold, 
the stares 

when we get home from 
walking 

we strip off our clothes, 
they hit die floor with the clank 
of armor, 

and we are two women, 
and no particular word. 



I Dial ‘Q* for Queer 

LBGTM’s Queer Line offers an open ear 



by Le'Nise Brothers 

According to the Hite report on 
sexual preferences one in every 
ten persons in society is gay. Us- 
ing these statistics, among the 
40,000 students at McGill, 4,000 
are queer or are exploring their 
sexuality. 



w'ondering about their sexuality, 
LBGTM has established a support 
line to help those in need. 

Established a month ago, 
Queer Line is a new' service aimed 
at queer and queer positive peo- 
ple within McGill and Montréal. 

The service fields 
calls from those 
looking for support 
and those who have 
serious questions 
about their sexual 
orientation and gen- 
eral inquiries. 

Despite society’s 
cries of open- 
mindedness, it is 
hard for a person 
questioning their 
sexuality to find sup- 
port. Emily Harris- 
McLcod, the founder 
and co-ordinator of 
the service, says that 
Queer Line will be 
effective in many 
w'ays because it is 
“appropriate for 
someone who is just 
coming out, as it is 
non-intimidating 
and anonymous." 
She explains that 
it is comforting to know that a 
service such as Queer Line is in 



LBGTM 

QUEER LINE 



Î 398 - 6822 
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i Mon - Fri 8pm to 11pm 
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I Confidential 

Queer Peer Support 
AND Referral Line 

I 

^ For those who need someone 

] to talk to, or those w'ho are just 
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place because it benefits every- 
one, not just members of the 
queer community. 

Staffed with 25 Queer and 
Queer positive volunteers, the 
line operates every Monday to 
Friday from 8 to 11 pm with vol- 
unteers working on shifts. At all 
times, Queer Line strives to have 
both a male and a female volun- 
teer available. 

“It is comforting to know' that 
there is someone there w'ho is 
w'illing to talk to you, about any- 
thing and everything,” e.xplains 
Harris-McLeod. 

Although one might say that 
these services overlap with McGill 
Nightline and other student serv- 
ices, Harris-McLeod maintains, 
“most of the volunteers are queer 
or very queer positive, so they can 
relate or at least empathize w'ith 
whatever it is that you’re going 
through. The line is protected by 
its strict protocol, in that all vol- 
unteers must have at least 20 
hours of base training. 

The training involves seminars 
and different speakers giving vol- 
unteers a broader perspective and 
alternative strategies to deal with 
problems. 

Many have seen the stickers 
around campus and in residence 
announcing Queer Line. Some of 
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these stickers have attracted 
homophobic comments as a cow'- 
ardly form of protest. 

Harris-McLeod acknowledges 
that such comments have been 
made, but says that on the whole, 
the reaction toward the new' serv- 
ice have been very positive. She 
explains, “many people have just 
come up to me and thanked me 
for starting Queer Line. They say 
that is comforting to know that 
people W'ho are coming out have 
someone to turn to." 

Since the line’s inception, 
there have been a number of calls 
dealing with a broad range of is- 
sues. These include questions 
about coming out, aspects of 
queer life and just general inquir- 
ies. Harris-McLeod emphasizes 
that this line is not just for the 
queer community. It is open to 
those who have questions about 
how to deal with a friend who has 
just come out and also for those 
who have general questions about 
queer culture. 

LBGTM president Darrell Tan 
feels that the Queer line will be 
very effective. He says that “al- 
though they were prepared to 
have no calls in the first month, 
there have been quite a few, from 
a w'ide range of issues and topics. 
He emphasizes that Queer Line is 



for “anyone, regardles.s of orien- 
tation, and that with the training 
the volunteers receive, they are 
capable of handling most prob- 
lems.” 

The information pamphlet 
states Queer Line is an “anony- 
mous, confidential, non-direc- 
tional, non-judgmcntal listening 
and referral service" This idea is 
central to the Queer Line and its 
volunteers. 

The position of the caller will 
never be compromised and all in- 
formation w'ill be held in the 
strictest confidence. “Confidenti- 
ality' and anonymity are extremely 
important to us," says Harris- 
McLeod. The volunteers will not 
pretend to understand everything 
about the caller, but will do as 
best as they can to help them. 

This approachability is what 
Harris-McLeod hopes will make 
Queer Line successful. She feels 
that Queer Line and other LBGTM 
services will help break down any 
remaining barriers and assist 
members of McGill’s queer com- 
munity - along with providing a 
unify'ing voice for the queer com- 
munity'. 

You can call the Queer Line at 
39S-6S22 Monday to Friday from 
20h00pin to 23 h 00 lnn 
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10 Myths About Bisexuality 



1. MYTH: A bisexual is someone who is 
sleeping with both a man and a woman — 
right now. 

EACT: Bise,\ual people have the potential 
to feel sexually attracted to, and fall in love 
with, members of either sex. This does not 
mean that bisexual people need to have two 
lovers in order to feel fulfilled. Bisexual peo- 
ple lead a variety of sexual lifestyles; from 
dating both men and women at the same time, 
to being monogamous. Bisexuality is an ori- 
entation that allows people to be open to a 
variety of se.\ual experiences, whether acted 
upon or not. 

2. MYTH: 13ise.xuals are promiscuous. 

FACT: As a group, bisexuals are no more 
promiscuous than any other group of peo- 
ple. They are just as likely as someone who is 
heterosexual or homosexual to be 
polyamorous and are as capable as anybody 
else of making a long-term commitment to a 
lover. 

3. MYTH: All bise.\uals look for the same 
thing in men and women. 

FACT: Many bisexuals are attracted to dif- 
ferent things in men and women. “I like 
women because they arc women and I like 
men because they are men. I used to think 
tliat the feelings were tlie same but they’re 
not; not to me at least. Tlie chemistry, the 
different. They’re both wonderful, and 
they’re both part of me." However, some 
bisexuals look for the same character traits in 



both men and women. 

4. MYTH: When bisexuals look for a part- 
ner, they don’t care if their lover is male or 
female. 

E\CT: Most bisexuals tend to favour one 
gender over another at different times in their 
lives. They recognize, however, that they arc 
attracted to both men and women, and can 
fall in love with an individual of either gen- 
der at any given time. 

5. MYTH: Bise.xuals are sexually confused, 
they don’t know what they want. They are 
“troubled" sexually. 

FACT: Bisexuality is as valid a sexual iden- 
tity as any other. Bise.\uals are not sexually 
confused. They know exactly who they are. 
Wlicn they are looking for a partner, they 
might be looking for a man or a woman, de- 
pending on what their needs at the moment 
are. 

6. MYTH: When bisexuals marry/date 
someone from die opposite sex, they are no 
longer bise.xual. 

FACT: Bisexuals do not give up their iden- 
tity when they fall in love with someone. Many 
people identify as bisexual for their entire 
lives, regardless of the gender of their part- 
ner. However, a person’s sexuality can change 
with time. He or she may be more attracted 
other times. Someone who is bisexual (i.e. 
attracted to both genders) may not remain so 
his or her entire life. A bisexual may, at some 



point, shift his or her sexual identity to a 
monosexual one. That does not mean that 
they were never really bisexual in the first 
place, only that they have changed. 

7. MYTH: When bisexuals are not in a 
same sex relationship, they are enjoying “het- 
erosexual privilege." 

FACT: One can argue that it is easier to 
date a member of the opposite sex since soci- 
ety accepts, and even praises you. However, 
when dating a member of the opposite sex, 
bLsexuals have to fight for their identity to be 
recognized by the straight community (which 
will assume heterosexuality.) On top of that, 
they have to fight biphobia in the lesbian and 
gay communities. 

8. MYTH: Bise.xuals are really straight peo- 
ple trying to be trendy (because, everyone 
know'S being queer is “in") 

FACT: Being bisexual isn’t easy. The het- 
erosexual community discriminates against 
bisexuals for being queer, while the homo- 
sexual community stigmatizes bisexuals for 
their “heterosexual side." Bisexuals are just 
as likely as homosexuals to be harassed by 
homophobic people as they leave a gay bar, 
or walk hand-in-hand widi a same-sex part- 
ner. On the other hand, there is an incred- 
ible amount of biphobia in the gay and les- 
bian communities, which sometimes regard 
bisexuals as homosexuals on their way to “fully 
ing a label of bisexuality to preserve “hetero- 
sexual privilege." Bisexuals therefore have to 
fight to gain acceptance in both the gay and 



straight communities. 

9- MYTH: Bisexuals are really gays/lesbi- 
ans, they’re just coming out of die closet in 
stages. 

EACT: Some gays or lesbians will come out 
of the closet as bisexual before realizing that 
they arc homosexual. This does not mean that 
all people who identify as bisexual will even- 
tually declare that they arc monosexual. Bi- 
se.xuality, as a sexual identity, e,xists and stands 
on its own. 

10. MYTH: Everyone is inherently bi- 
se.xual. 

You will not automatically “become" bi- 
sexual as the result of a brief attraction, acted 
upon or not, to a member of the same/oppo- 
site sex. Even though statistically, a vast ma- 
jority of people have felt some brief attrac- 
tion to members of both sexes, it does not 
mean that everyone is bisexual. Bisexuality, 
as the term is used here, is an identity. It is an 
acceptance of a potential to have sexual and 
romantic relations with members of either 
gender. Brief attractions do not change some- 
one's conceptions of what a partner is to 
them. Differences do exist between people 
in terms of sexual orientations, and attrac- 
tions. These differences should be recognized. 

With excerpts from the Student Health 
services pamphlet on Bisexuality and Free 
Kaufman, Published by HarperPerennial, 
1996. For more information on Bisexual- 
ity, or on any other queer topic, call 
LBGTM. 



McGill overlooks queer reality 

Queer groups find unsatisfactory welcome at McGill 

by Alex Halperin 



M cGill University's stance as an insti 
tution that does not discriminate on 
the basis of sexual orientation, seems 
to be a policy based on ignoring the many 
sexual orientations represented in the com- 
munity. Some queer members of the commu- 
nity feel satisfied with McGill’s detached 
policy. One member of the Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Gay, Transgendcred, Mcgill (LBGTM) said 
McGill is generally sympathetic to queer is- 
sues and “In general [students] can’t get away 
with homophobia." Others believe that 
McGill's ambivalent policies are unsatisfac- 
tory; that in a heterose.xual society there must 
be constant education and activism to elimi- 
nate homophobia. 

One such opinion belongs to Darrell 
Tan, president of LBGTM. He feels that 
while campus has "progressive elements," 
a heterose.xist attitude dominates the aca- 
demic and social life at McGill. He feels 
homophobia can come out of sexist and 
heterosexist activities at past Faculty of 
Management Winter Carnival and FROSH 
(which Karen Hurley claims the MUS is at- 
tempting to correct in the September 23 
issue of The Bottom Line). Hence, such bla- 



tant homophobia was met by student out- 
rage. 

Perhaps more threatening to a queer 
friendly environment are social events 
which fail to address issues of sexual ori- 
entation in any way. However, failure to 
address the issue is rarely protested and 
propagates the impression of an exclusively 
heterosexual community. Darrell’s pro- 
posed solution for hetcrosexism in FROSH 
programs is very strong tolerance training 
for leaders in order that new students can 
enjoy the drunken revelry in a prejudice 
free environment. 

Like many other student organizations, 
LBGTM receives funding from SSMU. 
LBGTM uses its money for several discus- 
sion groups, political activism, social events 
and a newly established queer line where 
McGill students counsel other students and 
residents of Montréal on personal issues 
of se.xual orientation. 

While Darrell is relatively satisfied with 
LBGTM’s funding he finds it unfortunate 
that his organization which uses funding 
almost exclusively for community service 
must still fund raise as extensively as it 



currently does. Duncan Reid, SSMU's Vice- 
President of Finances and operations, re- 
sponded that the majority of programs that 
receive SSMU funding are service oriented. 
Reid claimed that SSMU essentially met all 
of LBGTM’s financial requests which 
totaled almost three thousand dollars. 

One service provided by LBGTM is the 
publication of a pamphlet “McGill QUEER 
Course Calendar 1997-1998." It contains 
an unofficial list of twenty-one courses, 
each of which contains queer related sub- 
ject matter. Several members of the queer 
community are distressed by the 
disproportional small number of course 
offerings but acknowledge the difficulty of 
adding courses amidst current budget cuts. 
Darrell suggests that students interested in 
issues of sexual orientation do their inde- 
pendent research on related subject mat- 
ter. For example, the LBGTM office contains 
an extensive library of queer related fiction 
and non-fiction publications. 

Karen Cope, professor of Feminist 
Theory and Contemporary Women’s Fic- 
tion, two courses in the queer course 
packet, finds the academic atmosphere 
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here less sympathetic than at Johns 
Hopkins and Brown Universities. These 
two prestigious U.S. schools where Profes- 
sor Cope had positions since earning her 
doctorate had insulated queer communi- 
ties, whereas McGill has only a “handful" 
of out professors. 

One of the most apparent shortcomings 
of McGill’s queer oriented courses is its 
lack of a course devoted entirely to queer 
theory. Cope attributes this to budget cuts 
as well as the acknowledgment that queer 
theory is largely US based. Wliile at Brown, 
Queer Theory was the academic “Flavor of 
the Month"; some of its relevance is lost 
across the US/Canadian border. 

This has not stopped her from instill- 
ing a great deal of it in her courses. She 
attempts to instill what she sees as one of 
the major issues of the twentieth century, 
a “thinking concept of sexuality in moder- 
nit)'.” Cope progressed in pioneering her 
courses largely independent of her depart- 
ment and the school administration. It has 
been suggested to her that she not keep 
the queer theory element of her courses. 
Her response has been to “teach it quietly". 






We are currently seeking high level, on fire, seasoned 

tele-sales reps, 

cappers and sales managers. 

• Paid training 

• base pay and daily bonuses + commission 
Better than best atmosphere • Superbly designed offices 

• Employee rec room • Hard work— loads of fun 

• Day, afternoon and night shifts available 

• Côte-des-neiges 
Phone now for an interview 

737-0090 ext. 222 



Would you like to 
know how to 
hang on to your money? 

Learn how to stretch your 
dollar through smart budgeting 
and helpful hints on saving money. 

Free Budget Seminars will be held in the Powell Student 
Services Building at 3657 Peel in room 204 on the following dates; 

Friday, Oct. 17, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Tiiursday, Oct. 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Friday. Oct. 24. 1:00-2:00 p.m.‘ 



FOR INFO: 396-6013/14 I 




advertising: 

398-6790 
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WE'RE SORRY 

IF WE MISSED YOIR 

Have you read your McGill Daily today? 

If our distributor missed your building and you 
didn’t get to read your McGill Daily we want to 
know about it. 

Please call us, leave your name, faculty and building 
where The McGill Daily wasn’t and we will do 
everything we can to make sure the paper is 
delivered. m 

V^OPiif 
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McGill University 
Faculty of Law 



Sixth Annual McGill Lecture in Jurisprudence and Public Policy 

Michael Sandel 

Harvard University 

“Democracy’s Discontent: 
Political Identity in a Global Age” 

Thursday, 23 October, 1997, 17h30 



New Chancellor Day Hall, Moot Court 
3644 Peel Street 

Inquiries: Peter Benson 
(514) 398-6618 



With Support from the Beatty Memorial Lectures Committee 



daily 

classifieds 

Ads may be placed through the Dally 
Business Office, Room B-07, University 
Centre, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 14h00, 
two working days prior to publication. 
McGill Students & Staff (with valid ID); 
$4.65 per day, 3 or more consecutive 
days, $4.10 per day. General Public: 
$5.90 per day, or $4.95 per day for 3 or 
more consecutive days. Extra charges 
may apply, prices Include applicable GST 
or P$T. Full payment should accompany 
yoiir advertising order and may be made 
in cash or by personal cTieque (for 
amounts over $20 only). For more infor- 
mation, please visit our office or call 398- 
6790. WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED 
ADS OVER THE PHONE. PLEASE CHECK 
YOUR AD CAREFULLY WHEN IT APPEARS 
IN THE PAPER. The Daily assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors, or dam- 
ages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free 
of charge upon request if information is 
incorrect due to our error. The Daily 
reserves the right not to print any classi- 
fied ad. 



MOVERS/STORAGE 

Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. 
Local & long distance. Ott-Tor-Van-NY-Fla-7 
days, 24 hours, low rates. Steve 7356148. 



Subject* Needed: Women studying at 
McGill for next 2 years to participate In 
Research study on "Persistent Human 
Papilloma Virus." Virus is linked with devel- 
opment of cervical cancer in some women. 
Financial incentive offered. For info, call: 
Gail Kelsall, Research Nurse, 398-2915/ 
6926 e^ail: gailk®Qncology.lan.mcRill.ca. 



Earn S100-$200/day Master School of 
Barlending - bartending & table service. 
Complete placement agency. Leaders in the 
hospitality industry for 15 yrs. McGill rate 
849-2828. 



Paid Study 

On English Quebecer*’ attiludes about life 
in Quebec 2 years after the referendum. 
Supervised by Dr. R. Koestner. Involves com- 
pleting questionnaires for 45 mins. 
Participants receive $10. Must be born in 
Quebec, English first language. Contact 398- 
6219. ^ 

Easy moneyl I will pay $30 for your phone 
book. Call Lee Ramsey collect at (423 577- 
7237. 



Metropolitan News 

866-9227 - 1109 Cypres*. Newspapers 
and magazines from around the world. Loaded 
with ads lor jobs, business, apt. condo’s etc. 
Need* student* to help in the shop at their 
leisure hours. Also student with computer at 
his convenience. 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 



Success To Ail Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Microsoft 97/lazer 
Term papers, resumes, applications, Iran- 
scripbon of tapes. Editing ol grammar. 29 
years experience. $1.50/D.S.P. 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 2889638 



Count on me! Save time! 

Word-procetsing by relfable professional. 
Rapid service. $1.50/page double-spaced. 
Atwater/de Maisonneuve. 935-9528 Ruth. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Georgio Tailor 

Specialist in repairs of all kinds-men & 
women-prolessional work guaranteed. 
Student discount 20%-30% off. Example reg- 
ular pant hem $4. 1118 St Catherine West 
4406. 879-5649. 



Hockey/Concert Tickets 

For sale. Flonda Panthers Oct. 22, Chicago 
Blackhawks OcL 27, and NY Islanders Oct. 
29. Price only $20.00 each. Also Sarah 
McLachlin and U2 concert tickets, great 
seats, prices vary. Call Joseph or James 
7660298 or 949-1661. 



LOST 



FOUND 



Lost at luncheon of Sept. 30 at Faculty 
Club, McTavish St. between 11:30 and 2:00 
pm a gold bracelet. Family heirloom. Reward. 
Please return to Laurent. Tel: 398-7719 / 
42S6107. 

LESSONS/COURSES 

I Como and practice your French with fran- 
cophones. Bilingual Club Hall and Half. Tel 
4659128. 



Art Courses 

Pottery, sculpture, painting, drawing, 
live model, free studio lime. 460 SI. 
Catherine W. #502 Metro McGill 879-9694. 



Teach and Travel woridwide. International 
TESOL Training Centre offers intensive 
course to certify you. Next course Nov. 5 to 
9. We connect you with |obs. 969-5785. 



Meditation: McGill graduate having 
spent many years studying meditation in 
India's Himalayas offering group and private 
classes. Call Ruth at 489-0084. 



QPIRG Refund Period. October 14-Nov. 4. 
Any student wishing to relinquish membership 
in QPIRG may come to 3647 University Street, 
l-5pm (Monday to Friday) and apply (or a $3 
refund. This is the portion of the student activi- 
ty fee which would olhenvise lund research, 
education and action on social and envirorv 
mental issues. 

Rummage Sale. October 18 lOam-lpm. 
St. Matthias Church 131 St. Antoine 
Westmount. Clolhing, housewares, books. 

MISCELLANEOUS 



Mt Tremblant: Ski Club discount tickels 
available. $12 off daily price. Call Chantal 
9356222. 






Are You In 
First Year? 



Elections McGill is now accepting nominations 

FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS ON THE NEW 

First Year Students' Association: 
President 

Vice President (Externai) 

Vice President (Finance) 

Vice President (Internal) 

Vice President (University Relations) 



Nomination kits will be available from Wednesday October 8, 1997 at 9:00 a.m. until 
October 27, 1997 at 5:00 p.m. at the SSMU Main Office in the William Shatner 
University Centre, 3480 McTavish, 1st Floor. The deadline (or returning all nomination 
forms is October 27, 1997, at 5:00 p.m. 

Election dates are the 11, 12 and 1 3 November 1997. There will be an advance poll on 
6 November 1997. To contact Elections McGill, please call 398-8222, fax 398-7490, 
or leave a message at the SSMU Main Office. 



Poll Clerks Wanted for 
November 6, &' 11-13 

Applications are now ' ' 
available at the: SSMU. Front ’ 
' Desk, / 

Raté of remuneration to ber 
determined. 



Get 

Involved! 
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WHAT YOU DID 
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cette semaine? 



McGill Book Fair 

Redpath Hall, 3461 McTavish Street (Terrace Entrance) 

gm^HnWEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 9 a.m.to 9 p.m. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 9 a.m.to 9 p.m. 

categories, including 

\^^ART—CANADIANA— FICTION— CHILDREN’S 
^ HISTORY— TEXTS-FRENCH— TRAVEL, ETC. 

Prices start at 250 

CASH ONLY 

All proceeds go towards McGill Scholarships and Bursaries 
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Backpacks Computer Bags 

We speoialize in v 45 STYLES Lifetime Warranty 

Polar $ Berber Fleece n 

Popovers - Shirts - 

Vests 5 Pants. • Jack Wolfskin 

^ STOCK ^ 
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